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1. WHILE WE TOO ARE DISAPPOINTED AT THE LIMITED DURATION 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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OF THE INTERIM AGREEMENT ON ELEFSIS, IT APPEARS TO BE THE 
BEST THAT WE CAN EXPECT TO OBTAIN FROM THE GREEKS AT THIS 
TIME AND IT DOES KEEP OPEN THE POSSIBILITY OF OUR ULTIMATE 
RETENTION OF THAT FACILITY AND RESUMPTION OF NORMAL 
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SHIP VISITING THROUGHOUT GREECE. THE NAVY WELCOMES THIS 
OPENING IN WHAT HERETOFORE LOOKED TO BE A CLOSED QUES- 
TION, AND PLANS ARE NOW IN PREPARATION TO PROGRAM UP TO 
FIVE SHIPS EACH MONTH INTO ELEFSIS IN OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, 
AND DECEMBER. NAVY WILL CONDUCT VISITS IN LOW-KEY TO 
MINIMIZE VISIBILITY AND THE LIKELIHOOD OF LOCAL ADVERSE 
REACTION. 

2. WE AGREE THAT THE SOFA AND HELLENIKON TALKS CAN PRO- 
CEED WITHOUT IMPINGING ON NATO DISCUSSION, HOWEVER, 

GIVEN FIRMNESS OF GREEK POSITION ON THE FUTURE MANPOWER 
LEVEL AT HELLENIKON, WE PREFER AS MUCH TIME AS POSSIBLE 
TO CONSIDER THE PROBLEM BEFORE RECONVENING THAT SUB 
GROUP. WHILE WE COULD WITH DIFFICULTY BE PREPARED TO 
MEET WITH THEM BY 15 SEPTEMBER, YOU SHOULD AGAIN PRESS 
CALOGERAS FOR A DELAY UNTIL OCTOBER, DRAWING ON THE IN 
HERENT COMPLEXITIES OF THE PROBLEM AND PRACTICAL DIFFI- 
ULTIES OF WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVES TRAVELLING AT AN 
EARLIER DATE. FAILING THIS.YOU SHOULD ENDEAVOR TO SLIP 
THE HELLENIKON STARTING DATE TO AS LATE IN SEPTEMBER AS 
POSSIBLE, BUT NO EARLIER THAN 22 SEPTEMBER. WE ANTICI- 
PATE THAT WE WILL BE IN A POSITION TO MEET THE GREEK 
REQUEST TO REOPEN THE SOFA SUBGROUP TALKS BY 15 SEP- 
TEMBER. SINCE WASHINGTON SOFA AND HELLENIKON REPRESEN- 
TATIVES HAVE COLLATERAL RESPONSIBILITIES FOR TELECOM 
MUNIC ATION S , IT WOULD BE CONVENIENT IF THE TELECOMMUNI- 
CATIONS SUBGROUP COULD BE SCHEDULED ONE WEEK AFTER HEL- 
LENIKON DISCUSSIONS BEGIN. CONSEQUENTLY, WE SHOULD 
STRIVE TO OBTAIN GREEK APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING SCHED- 
ULE: 


SOFA SUBGROUP - 15 SEPTEMBER 
HELLENIKON SUBGROUP - 1 OCTOBER 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS SUBGROUP - 6 OCTOBER. KISSINGER 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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